A 
LETTER 
1 0 : 
| O | 
CHARLES BONNER, Eq. 


Price 15. 


_ . 
* * 32 0 4 _ 
— 3 / 2 . o 
o 
o 
# 
” _ 
- 
w 
_ 
K — 
42 * 
*s 
. 
* 
* 
® - 


: 
LETTER 
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CHARLES BONNER, Eso. 


DEPUTY COMPTROLLER 


OF THE 


POST-OFFICE. 


By Mr. PHILIP THICKNESSE. 


Ingratitude is a crime of ſo deep a dye, that no man 


was ever yet known who would acknowledge himſelf guilty © 


of it. 


© ———— —— 


THE SECOND EDITION, 


LONDON, 
Printed for S. W. Fores, Piccadilly 
1792» 
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CHARLES BONNER, Esd. 


S IR, 


OT being a party, and, conſequently, 
_ unintereſted in the event, relative to 
the diſpute between you and Mr. Palmer, I 
ſhall only obſerve that, until the other fide is 
heard, it ſeems you had good reaſon to diſ- 
ſolve the friendſhip that had for ſome time 
ſubſiſted between you and your patron ; but 
you have made uſe of an expreffion (page 24 
B of 
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of your late publication) which I call upon 
you to explain. ven dT 


Fou ſay, * I have hitherto been ſo for- 
« tunate as to conduct myſelf through life 


„ in ſuch a manner as to add frequently 


and conſiderably to the number of my 


60 « friends ; ; and I can, with as much truth 


« as honeſt pride, declare, that I never, in the 


q courſe of my life, forfeited the eſteem of 
6c any one individual oy Jriensjbip was 


& worth 8 oof 


Ves, Sir, you have forfeited my friends. 


ſhip'; the publick, before whom. you have 


announced this high encomium on yourſelf, 
ſhall judge, whether Mr. Palmer's conduct 
has been more ungrateful to you, than yours 
has been to me. 


That 


191 


That my friendſhip may not now, in your 
opinion, be worth retaining, I will readily 
allow; but your forfeiting it will not, I be- 
lieve, acquit you of the crime of ingratitude, 
even among the confiderable number of your 
acquired friends. Moſt men encreaſe the 
number of their friends in proportion to their 
proſperity my friendſhip to you was only 
in the days of your adverſity; therefore an- 
ſwer me, candidly and fairly, the following 
queries; or leave out, in your next edition, 
the following words, viz. * That I never, in 
& be courſe of my life, forfeited the efteem of. 
% any one inatvidual whoſe friendſbid was 
i orth preſerving.” 
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Query I. 
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Did not an acquaintance of yours at Bath, 
ſome years ſince, at a time when you was 
out of all manner of employment, deſire 
me to ſee and heat you give a ſpecimen of 
your theatrical talents ? 


VS 


Did I not afterwards requeſt your quon- 
l friend, Mr. Palmer, a much better 
Judge than I pretended to be, to hear you 
alſo? and did he not, at my requeſt, Intro- 
duce you on the Bath ſtage ? | 


Query HE. 


Did you not, ſoon after, complain to me, 


that, though you offered to relinquiſh one half 
OF: | of 


. 


of your ſalary towards the gradual payment 


of your debts, that your creditors were ſo 
cruel as to refuſe ſo fair and reaſonable an 
zoflerd> 1944 
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0 no Query IV. 


Did I not then ſend you over to Calais; 
give you a warm letter of recommendation 
to a French officer of rank, requeſting him 
to countenance, favour, and protect you? 


and did 1 not allow you, weekly, money 
enough from my own purſe ſufficient to 


ſupport you and your wife, until, to uſe the 
vulgar phraſe, you was completely white» 
waſhed, and able to return with ſafety to 


your Bath engagements ? 


B 3 Query 
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Query V. 


Have you forgot the very extraordinary 
letter you wrote to Mr. Palmer, in which 
you requeſted him to advance you ten guineas, 
and in which you proved, pon paper, that 
you could travel to Paris and back again to 
Calais, you and your wife, for that ſum? _ 


Query VI. 


Did you, when you returned to England, 
even offer, when able, to pay me the money 


I had weekly aſſiſted you with when at Ca- 
las? or have you, ſince your income bas 
been four times greater than mine, ever 
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make ſuch a tender ? 


1 7 
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Query 


Query VII. 


Did you ſubſcribe to my late publiſhed 
Memoirs — Vou may truly anſwer and ſay, 
% Yes, I ſent my name, but it was rejected.“ 
T will inform you the reaſon why your name 
was rejected; becauſe tuo names inſtead of 
one ſhould have been ſent. Mrs. Bonnet 
- partook of my ſoup and bouille at Calais as 


well as you, Mr. Bonner. 


When the late Duke of St. 1 was 
married, he ſent one bride knot to his uncle 
Lord George Beauclerck. His Lordſhip re- 
turned it, inſiſting upon it that it was E 


miſtake, that the Duke ſhould have ſent 


Two or none, as his Lordſhip had a wife, 
though 
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13 
though, perhaps, not ſo good. a wife as Mrs. 


Bonner, _ 
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Did I not, at a Bath auction, bid for a lot 


conſiſting of two ſwords, a fide ſword and a 


Highland broad ſword ? and did not you buy 


that lot from me, and then tell me, that you 


wanted only the fide ſword for the ſtage? and 
did I not tell you, I wanted only the PE 
ſword for my bed chamber: ? 


1 


Did you offer the latter to me ? d if you tak 
I'would have paid for the whole lot. It was 
that little omiſſion by which you loſt the 


good- will and eſteem of a man whoſe friend- 


ſhip, it ſeems, you then thought not worth 1 re- 


Hning. 
N The 
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Ao: 


ehe followin g anecdote, in page 26 7 of 
the firſt volume of my Memoirs, I need not 
tell you who it alludes to, becauſe when that 


was publiſhed I did not know that I ſtood 


in the liſt of your worzhleſs, though I knew 
I was one of your zeglefied friends. | 


Query IX, 


LOY 16 


One Query more, and I have done. Why, 
ir I was ſo unworthy of your notice, did you 
reclaim my acquaintance, laſt ſummer, at 
Boulogne ? 1 aſſure you, when you did, I 
was a ſtranger to your name, and had almoſt 
forgot your perſon; one would naturally have 
thought, when you was again in that king. 


dom, on a jaunt of pleaſure and expence, you 
ſhould have remembered it was not the 
4 Janne 


1 
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ſame motive which carried me thither ; and 
that you THEN and Now ſtand indebted to 
me for the bread you ate when you had none 


other. -{ EK 
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That Mr. Palmer has 135 e to 
you, I have REASON ENOUGH To BELIEVE, 
and you fairly call upon him to ſhew where- 


SAVE 


in you merited his neglect; he had ſerved 
Jou, and you have publicly called upon him 
ih to ſhew why, for ſome time paſt, he car- 

« ried a deceitful face, and gave you his 
"hand while he with-held his heart.” Now 
I. call upon you, Mr. Bonner, who never 
ſerved me, to ſay, why I am numbered a- 
.mong thoſe of your friends, whoſe regard 
was not © worth retaining?“ 


4 
3 
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10 un | Anecdote 


Anecdote extracted from the firſt volume 
2 Thickneſſe s Memoirs, publiſhed by Fores 
in Piccadilly, 1788. 


i ANECDOTE OF AN ITINERANT PLAYER. 
066 « About eight or ten years ſince, a young 
4 man was brought to me, who was thought 
U to poſſeſs ſome theatrical talents ; and the 
* ſpecimens he gave me of it were ſuch as 
e induced me to recommend him to the 
*« manager of a theatre who employed him, 


ic either upon my opinion or his own, at a 
e ſmall weekly ſalary. At that time, the 
* man, who 1 think had been bred a coach- 

& maker, 


Ti 3 
„maker, owed ſome money, and honeſtly 
„ propoſed to his creditors to give them up 
a moiety of his little income till they were 
paid; but that propoſal was rejected, and he 
« was obliged to fly to France, and there re- 
% main till he could be what is, I think, | 
called wwhite-waſhed. I thought his caſe ; 
e hard, and his creditors utireaſonable, and 
«* therefore gave him a letter to a French 
* officer, and a weekly allowance to main- 
« tain him there out of my own pocket, ll 
e the whiting had been put on. The offi- 
« cer to whom I had written in his favour, 
. being very deſirous of obliging me, went 
& to him one morning in a great hurry, and 
jn formed him according to the French 
manner of expreſſion, that he had | procured 
n bj A PENSION, meaning thereby a family 
to 


at 

4 (0 board with,—Procured me a penſion ! 
« rephed the young comedian, you aſtouiſh 
— pray Sir how much is it? Forty 
4% pounds a year for you and your wife. 
„ Geod God! Sir, how hall 1 reward you! 
« you have laid me under an everlaſting obli- 
6 gation: what a lucky man I am, firſt to 
find a friend to ſend me into a foreign 
V®eonthtry and there to find a Wars ep 
«mie fo OO 25 


1446 The nas, who had . too 
long accuſtomed to hear ſuch expreſſions 
„% made uſe of for trifling favours, did not 
«© perceive that the Engliſhman was thank» 
ing him for procuring him and his wife 
46 a portion during life of forty pounds a 
« year; but after a little converſation the 
% matter was explained on both ſides. If 
| C « this 
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this man was not ſo lucky on the other fide 
66 of the water as he had, for: a time, believe, | 
40 « he has had it amply made up to him on this 
6 « ſide, ſince his return ; for he now holds : a 


ce place under government faid to be worth a 


66 thouſand pounds a year, and yet bis name 

&« does not appear among the liſt of my. 5 
« ſcribers! He ſent to me, indeed, but not 
« properly : and, beſides, it is not 4 firſt 


« time that he* (Mr. Bonner) has reminded 


me of a very juſt obſervation, that ingratitude 


is a crime of ſo deep a dye, that no one ever 
„was found hardy enough to acknowledge 


« himſelf guilty of it: though, I am apt to 


<& believe he was intimidated from doing it by 
e his comedian-maſter (Palmer), whom I 
&« have often ſeen in his blue ſleeves dipping 


In the original Mr. Bonner's name is not mentioned; 
not even the initials of it. But Mr. B. has, in his ſeur- 
rilous reply, ventured to aſſert the contrary, * 


6 candles 


69) 
We candles at a greaſe tub ; but that was All 
«air, and ſhould not have been noticed here, 


18 | 
a had he conducted a negotiation between 


Th a ' father and a fon with truth, candour, 


1 "x 


«or juſtice. | But low birth, however culti- 


4 vated, will always have a ſmack of 1 it; 
— 4: 4 N 


neither good luck nor good company can 


T7 * 


5 do them quite away.“ 
. 2.5 


Nov, Mr. Bonner, as 1 before hinted in 
this letter, leave thoſe few words out in the 
next edition of your publication; and then 
you will not only eſcape any further cenſure 
from me, but ſhall ſtill have the good wiſhes, 
an 1 70 happineſs and future * of, 


your humble ſervant, 


— 


' Bath. PHILIP THICKNESSE, 
Marcl 44 * en engl 


(20 


P. 8. Since the foregoing” letter was an- 
mnounced to the publick of being in the preſs, Mr. 
Bonner has wrote me a very long letter; from 
which the few following extracts are copied. 
As ſoon, fays Mr. Bonner, “ 2s I , deguainted 
% with your having propoſals in circulation; I re. 
8; quefed of the bookſeller that my name might be yet 
bun; I meant neither more nor %, than to offer 
et An humble proof of the ſenſe I enteptained of your 
„ former indus to g's Hot Mr. —— 
to have forgotten, nay, he denies, chat when he 
went to Calais an utter ſtranger, that he went with 
a power to receive, on MY Aeονενν u regular 
Weekly allowance, with a ſtring of recommen- 
dations to friends of mine, to ſhew him favour! 
He then ſays, that after I had rejected his name 
"as a ſubſcriber, he was given o underſtand 
"4 that I had determined to make him a ſubjett 'o 
"4b one of my chapters, but that be coul not ftorp 10 
© * any thing capable of being conſtrued into an attempt 
10 ſmother or ſuppreſs whatever it might be the de- 

« fgn of any man to publiſh reſpecting bim“. Again, 
ſays he, * I was quite aſtoniſhed when you aſked me 


* Ts not this a very indecent infinuation ? and where 
is Mr, Bonner made the ſubject? was he the only itinerant 
player? is his name mentioned, or even the initials of his 
name pointed out in the original ? and, if they were, where 


is the crime to relate an innocent and natural miſtake, 
cc at 


i 


tt at Boulonge, whether I had ſent. you a Bank. note 
#you bach received under a blank cover. It ſtruck 
me,“ he ſays, “as ſemething very extraordinary, 
_ ,*, becauſe I. Was ignorant of any pretence you 
te could have for imagining, or 1 for doing, ſuch 
da thing.“ It ſeems, therefore, I have ſaid be 
ibiug that 15 nal ; and that what all Bath knew 
to be true hen, is falſe now; but as Monſ. Omera, 
an old French officer of rank, Mr. Paine, of Yark 
houſe, Dover, and Monſ. Cormier, an eminent 
»Wioe-merchant, at Calais, are ſtill living, they 
gare the perſons, whoſe memory may be appealed to. 
Moeſt certainly Mr. Bonner owes me nothing. 
What be had of me was a free gift. Bur I too 
am aſloniſhed to hear Mr. Bonner a fay, in bis 
9 unexpected, and apparently humble epiſtle of, the 
= inſtant, “ 1 ſhoyld have been as Happy to 
have ſubſcribed for % ſets as one, or for ten 
"6 ſets as t. No if this is not ** attempting to 
ſmotber or ſuppreſs whatever I might have to fay 
e concerning him, for what e did he. write 
me this letter? 


PHILIP TEICKNESSE, 


THE FOLLOWING 
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1. Memoirs 12 Anecdotes of philip Thickneffe, 4 
in 3 vol. 

2. Man Midwifery Analyſed, on the rund 
of that indecent injurious practice detected and b 
expoſed. 

3. The neben Bath Guide, Gcli 
many very uſeful obſervations on the Bath watert 
and particular remarks on the Gall Stone. 

4. Art of Decyphering or Writing in Cypher. 
16s Junius Diſcovered, a ſtrong argument in 
prof of the Man named, | 
6. A 


ML 


oui o rok ant 

6 A Sketch of the Life of Mr, Gajafhorovgh, 
the Painter. 

7. Epiſtle to Dr. Falconer, of Bath. 

8. A Farther Account of the Abbe Man's Caſe 
and Cure of the Gout, &c. | 

9. Lives and Writings of the moſt Eminent 
Ladies of France, by Mrs. Ann Thickneſſe. 


- 
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Alſo, Fores's New Guide for Foreigners, in 
French and Engliſh, being an accurate deſcription 
of every thing worthy notice in London, and its 
environs; and alſo, a particular deſcription of all 
the Gentlemen's Seats, Parks, Gardens; Collections 
of Pictures, Cabinets, &c. within 30 miles round 
the metropolis, this work will be found extremely 
uſeful to all perſons who learn either French br 
Engliſh, it being a very entertaining and inſtructing 
book, and a very cloſe and elegant tranſlation. 

Fores has alfo, juſt publiſhed, T&F bar 

No. 3, Price 5s. of Outlines of Figures, Land- 
ſcapes, and Cattle by Rowlandſon. This work 
will be found a great aſſiſtant to learners of draw. 
ing of all denominations. 


Alſo, 


666 

Alſo, No. 1. Of Hiſtorical Groupes and Figures 
in Aquatinta, Price 56. by C. M. Metz; very 
uſeful to gain a knowledge of effect by, particularly 

in ſhading with Indian Ink; alfo for grouping and 
ſtudy ing hiſtorical figures. 

Lately Publiſhed, a New Circular Print, drawn 
by Mr. Bunbury, and engraved by Edward Scotr, 
engraver to their Royal Highneſſes the Duke of 
York, and Prince Edward, called MopkxN Graces, 

Grace is in all their ſteps, 

« In every geſture Dignity and Love,” 
eſteemed the moſt elegant Print Mr. Bunbury's 
Pencil ever produced. 

Alſo juſt ready for Publication, a New Print of 
Lord Thurlow, ſize 114 by 84. allowed to be an 
incomparable ſtrong reſemblance of this great man. 

| Alſo propoſals for publiſhing a Portrait of 

| Granville Sharpe, Eſq. from a Picture Painted by 
M. Brown, in the Publiſher's poſſeſſion, where 
Propoſals may be had. | | 
All the Works of Mr. Bunbury, Rowlandſon and 
others, 

Drawiag Boards, Portfolios, Drawing Papers, 
Chalks, and every requiſite for Drawing. 

N. B. Prints and W. Framed and Glazed. 
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